My friend, I am not cheating you
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 (Mt 20,1-16)

We understand the parable of the workers sent to work in the vineyard, if we start from the truth of our God. He gave for our salvation not one money, but his Only Begotten Son: “For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How much more then, since we are now justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his life. Not only that, but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” (Rm 5,6-11). The Son of God is not in the covenant. In the covenant is the blessing. God went infinitely further in his love. In the face of Christ’s gift, could there be any man who demands more? It would only be foolishness to think so. No one can complain if Christ is given to everyone. Christ is a gift for the Jews and a gift for the Gentiles. It is a gift for those called at the first hour and a gift for those called at the last hour. Receiving salvation is a gift. 

At that time, Jesus said to his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. [And] he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o’clock, he found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? [Or] am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
St. Paul again teaches that Christ Jesus is always a gift. He adds that, in Christ the gift, the Father will grant everything else: “What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him? Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is Christ [Jesus] who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? As it is written: “For your sake we are being slain all the day; we are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rm 8,31-39). Not only is Jesus a gift, but also the call to believe in him is a gift from the Father, in the Holy Spirit. Paradise is the promise, the grace, the gift of the Father, for Christ, in the Holy Spirit. The degree of eternal beatitude, however, is given in relation to our obedience to the Word of Jesus. The more we grow in obedience, the more on earth we clothe ourselves with light, and the more light we will bring to Heaven. It also applies to darkness. The more we cover ourselves with darkness, the sadder our hell will be. In the charity of our God there will never be injustice. It is charity. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us obedient in every Word of Jesus the Lord.
